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Abraham as an Advocate

Source Sheet by the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism
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Genesis 18:20-26

(20) Then the LORD said, “The outrage of Sodom and Gomorrah is so great, and their
sin so grave! (21) [ will go down to see whether they have acted altogether according to
the outcry that has reached Me; if not, I will take note.” (22) The men went on from
there to Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the LORD. (23) Abraham
came forward and said, “Will You sweep away the innocent along with the guilty? (24)
What if there should be fifty innocent within the city; will You then wipe out the place
and not forgive it for the sake of the innocent fifty who are in it? (25) Far be it from You
to do such a thing, to bring death upon the innocent as well as the guilty, so that
innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth
deal justly?” (26) And the LORD answered, “If I find within the city of Sodom fifty
innocent ones, [ will forgive the whole place for their sake.”
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Genesis 18:32-33

(32) And he said, “Let not my Lord be angry if [ speak but this last time: What if ten
should be found there?” And He answered, “I will not destroy, for the sake of the ten.”
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(33) When the LORD had finished speaking to Abraham, He departed; and Abraham
returned to his place.

M=r7iRrs NMWRN2

IXPR QYT W1V NI 123070y 1203 B0 W 9 IR 32990 By (1)
DR OROTIT A0 TN INZTIWR DOWIRT 7K 1D 1801 BRI (7)

AT -

TR RITOR X (5) SPIR 0 NPT A0naT vi? og?R R¥N (1) (DRR YT
197 1Y 0278 10X RITINYIN ORI TND R nid2 nw b ’iTaT () ovn
PP 2¥32 R 1270Y703 127 WYRTIRONT DN P 02013 2ies

Genesis 19:4-8

(4) They had not yet lain down, when the townspeople, the men of Sodom, young and
old—all the people to the last man—gathered about the house. (5) And they shouted to
Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to
us, that we may be intimate with them.” (6) So Lot went out to them to the entrance,
shut the door behind him, (7) and said, “I beg you, my friends, do not commit such a
wrong. (8) Look, I have two daughters who have not known a man. Let me bring them
out to you, and you may do to them as you please; but do not do anything to these
men, since they have come under the shelter of my roof.”
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Genesis 19:23-26

(23) As the sun rose upon the earth and Lot entered Zoar, (24) the LORD rained upon
Sodom and Gomorrah sulfurous fire from the LORD out of heaven. (25) He annihilated
those cities and the entire Plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities and the vegetation
of the ground. (26) Lot’s wife looked back, and she thereupon turned into a pillar of
salt.

Discussion Questions:
0 s Abraham an advocate?
0 What is he advocating for? What is his ideal outcome?
0 On whose behalf'is he advocating?
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Is he a willing advocate or does he need to be convinced? Who convinces him?
What was his strategy? What were the strengths of this strategy? What were the weaknesses?
Is he a good advocate? Why or why not?
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Is Abraham successful?
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